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From the Desk of Pastor John Schurter
1 John 5 - Little children, keep yourselves from idols...
The World Health Organization now includes “gaming disorder” as a mental
health condition. For an individual diagnosed with this disorder -- gaming takes
precedence over other daily activities, negatively affecting important aspects of
life -—social, personal, family, educational, and occupational. While the current
definition includes only gaming, many clinical social workers speculate that it will
eventually be expanded to include other types of tech addiction, such as social
media use. A 2018 study published by NeuroRegulation, researchers at the University of San Francisco surveyed 135 students about their smartphone use and
its effect on their mental state. The researchers reported that screen time was
linked to increased loneliness, anxiety, and depression. Bummer!
Although there is nothing new under the sun. Luke 10:41 .. the Lord answered
her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but only
one thing is necessary." Keep talking to your kids!
Pr. John
"Keep caring, keep sharing, keep the Faith"

Come Worship
With Us!
Sunday
Worship Service
9:00 AM
Coffee & Fellowship
10:00 AM
Sunday School
10:15-11:15 AM
First Sunday
Holy Communion
*******

Pastor Office Hours
Mon.-Thurs.
8:00 AM-2:00 PM
Pastor’s Home Phone
309-454-1815
Emergency Only Cell:
309-824-7495
Secretary Office Hours
Mon.—Fri.

Advent Services for 2019
The first Advent Sunday will be December 1st with the first Wednesday
evening service a combined Advent/Thanksgiving service on the 27th of
November at 7PM. Wednesday evening services continue through
December 18th.

9:00 AM-Noon
217-376-3137
Email us at:
stpeterlutheran@
mediacombb.net
Website
www.stpeteremden.org

Please join us on Sunday, December
22nd at 9:00 a.m. for a morning worship service filled with choir and
congregational singing of traditional
and more contemporary Christian
Christmas favorites. We look forward to this special time to worship the newborn Baby Jesus and
celebrate His birth.
Choir practice for the special December 22nd Christmas worship
service will be held following Advent services in December. See
the December parish paper for updates on practice times.
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Benevolence
Ghana Christian Missions

250.00

LCMC

340.00

Local Benevolence
Community Chest

500.00

“For Kenya Kids”
Rev. Dennis & Lorna Meeker

340.00

Luth. Child & Family Services

340.00

LCMC Disaster Assistance

170.00

Lutheran World Relief

170.00

World Mission Prayer League

170.00

Vic Hamer Water Project

170.00

Church Council Highlights






Total this month
Total for the Year

$2,450.00
$19,336.00


“4 Kenya’s Kids”
Dear members of St. Peters Lutheran Church,
It is with great excitement that we inform
you that your sponsored child Dorothy Akoth has
been accepted into the Community Health program
at Kabete Technical Institute.
23 additional students at POG have been enrolled in higher education. Some of these children
graduated from Form 4 in November, and some of
them completed school the year before but were
never enrolled. We now have 46 students enrolled
in their first year of higher education. Without your
love and care of these students, they would not
have this opportunity.
Some of these programs are a 1 year technical training and many are the same as a 4 year
college here in the U.S. As your student completes
their studies and is capable of moving on to the
next stage of their life and being on their own we
will notify you. At that time our hope and prayer is
that you will continue to support another child so
that they have the same opportunities.
Please remember that they are no longer at
Point of Grace campus and available so that we get
photos or letters to send on to you, however we will
do our best. Please keep them in your prayers and
feel free to send them letters of encouragement.
Blessings on all that you do to provide a
quality education!
Cheryl Brockmann

Local benevolence for October will go to Camp
Griesheim Christian Retreat Center.
Discussion was held about benevolence. The
council voted to increase our giving from now
until the end of the year.
Dara Entwistle has consented to be in charge of
the Sunday School Christmas program this year
but will need help. She is asking for some volunteers from the congregation to step forward to
help with the production. It will be held Dec.15th
during the morning Worship Service.
Council voted to get a bid from Jeckel’s to add
heating to our air conditioning system as backup
to the floor heat in the Sanctuary.
The next meeting will be Nov. 18th with devotions by Gary Walters.

Happy Thanksgiving &
Advent Season from
St Peter’s Church
Council

St. Paul said:
“I urge that prayers, petitions,
and thanksgivings be
made for all”
1 Timothy 2:1

We would like to thank the members of St. Peter’s for their kind expressions of sympathy, food, cards,
memorials, and caring words of comfort, on the passing
of our son Michael. May God bless each and every one
of you.
Sincerely, Gene & Wanda Cross
A big thanks to all for phone calls, cards, and
visits while in the hospital and since returning home. A
special thanks to Pastor Schurter and my family, especially Gary. He has been great!
Pam Walters

4KenyasKids Child sponsorship coordinator
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Giving Thanks
By Holly Schurter
“Praise the Lord! Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!” – Psalm 106:1

For some, if not most of our kids, Thanksgiving is their favorite holiday. We all love Christmas and Easter,
birthday and other celebrations throughout the year, but Thanksgiving has a special place in all our hearts.
Maybe it is because it was a “double-dip” holiday for our family. We made sure to go to all the extended family
dinners on Thanksgiving Day, visiting with grandparents and aunts and uncles and cousins, then staggering home late in
the day, absolutely certain we couldn’t eat another bite of food.
Then the next day, we had a family Thanksgiving dinner with just our own kids in our own house. We got out
the good china (“are we having company?” they would ask) and made the kids dress up for dinner. “Did you do all this
just for us?” they asked.
Yes. Yes, we did.
It seemed important for several reasons. We wanted our kids to understand the importance of family, and of
giving thanks together, of relaxing and laughing together. We wanted them to like each other, and learn to enjoy one
another, and to develop good and healthy relationships with one another.
Practically speaking, we wanted them to practice good “grown-up” manners. We didn’t want their first experiences with cloth napkins and good dishes to be in public, where it might be confusing. We wanted them to practice the
art of civil conversation. We thought it would be fun.
It was.
There was something about the very formality of the occasion that impressed the kids. It said “You are important to us. You matter a great deal, enough for us to go to a lot of trouble for you.” They responded by taking our
Thanksgiving dinner seriously, trying on more grown-up attitudes and behavior, and treating each other with a degree of
courtesy we didn’t always see in their every-day interactions.
They also took the act of giving thanks more seriously. Part of our dinner-table conversation was about the
things we were thankful for. We did our best to help them realize we weren’t just giving thanks to some floating entity
somewhere, but to the God we worshiped in church every Sunday. We talked about how He deserves our thanks in all
circumstances, because He is present in our lives every day. We discussed the way things sometimes go badly, or don’t
turn out the way we plan or hope, but that God is still present to help us, to comfort us, and to give us direction.
Our Thanksgiving dinners were fun, and we all enjoyed them, but they didn’t permanently remedy every difficulty among siblings. Even now, there are occasional snarky remarks, misunderstandings, or various difficulties among
them, but they have relationship tools to deal with those difficulties: confession and forgiveness, hope for the future,
and even good manners to smooth out awkward moments.
And for that, we are thankful.

St. Peter’s Youth

Robby & Kelsi Meeker Coordinators

Offering Envelopes
The offering envelopes boxes
for 2020 will be on a table in
the parish hall at the end of November. Please make sure you
pick yours up. It is very costly
to mail these boxes so please
help us save on the postage.

We have officially re-launched St. Peter's Youth (SPY) with
our Kick-Off event on October 6th. Youth and their parents
were both encouraged to attend. We all engaged in games/
activities together and shared in fellowship together. We
were able to talk to parents and discuss the importance of
everyones' roles in helping make SPY a success for our
youth. We also held a weiner roast at the church later in October and had 16 youth in attendance - a mixture of youth
who attend our church and their friends. We pray that the
excitement for SPY continues, and we thank the congregation for their continued prayers and support!
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St. Peter’s Sunday School
Alleluia Choir sing and Joy Bells ring
on Sunday, November 17th!
The Alleluia choir will sing
& the Joy Bells will ring during worship on Sunday, November 17th to help celebrate
St. Peter’s 140th anniversary.
Please note this is the third
Sunday of the month, rather than the usual second
Sunday.
The children continue to sing & ring during the first
fifteen minutes of Sunday School each week. They
love to “Praise the Lord!”

The Bible Bucks Store
will be open on Sunday, November 10th
during Sunday School! The children earn
Bible Bucks by attending Sunday School
and church, bringing friends, etc.

Operation Christmas Child
by Joyce Klokkenga, Coordinator

Getting Ready for Operation
Christmas Child
Collection date for O.C.C. will be November 18-24
What excitement to get your family and children
involved and decide what you want to put in a Christmas box!..
Cardboard boxes are ready for your use. Plastic
boxes can be purchased at HOBBY LOBBY. These
boxes are designed to stack well, and withstand extreme heat and cold. Samaritan’s Purse now realize
that the plastic boxes from Walmart do not work as
well.
Put a wow item in your box, something large like a
doll, cars, stuffed animal, or a soccer ball with a pump.
The soccer ball can be deflated. Toothbrushes, pencils, notepaper, combs, brushes, bar soap. Be creative.
Also include a letter with your address and a photo.
Pray over your box, as you fill it, that the child would
know Jesus as their Savior and tell others about him.
Fill out the pamphlet as you give your box to a boy
or a girl. Include a check for $9 to cover the postage.
Bring your box to church the week of Nov. 18-24.
The boxes will be taken to Jefferson Street Christian
Church on Monday morning the 25th of November. St.
Peter sent 62 boxes last year and God was glorified by
what we did.

St. Peter’s Preschool
by Lisa Rohlfs, Teacher
I cannot believe we are almost through our
second month of school. Do you think we
are finally getting fall? Maybe an early winter? It's so hard to dress for outside
play. Please send at least a sweatshirt or
jacket with your child daily.
In September and October we have discussed
Letters A, B, C and D. Numbers 0,1,2,3, 11, 12 & 13
and the color Red. Art has been added as a staple in
our month. Some love it and some just get through
it. I'm hoping as the year goes on they all will be very
excited on Art day. Topics we have discussed are Apples, Bubbles, Birthdays, Cars, Dogs, Creations and Direct/Directions.
During Fire Prevention week, we were invited to
come to the Grade School to see the Life Flight helicopter and listen as they told us what they do to help in accident situations. It was very interesting and they can fly
really fast since there isn't much traffic in the air. The
students were invited to sit in the Helicopter
and received a pair of wings. The Fire Department gave us a Fire Helmet and safety
information. We are so appreciative of them,
always including us, and what they do for our
community.
The Four year old class has started working on
Sight Words. So far we have recognized A, I, And &
Run. 40 sight words are to be known/recognized by the
time they start Kindergarten. Repetition is key.
Genesis 1:1 AND Isaiah 48:17 went with our discussions.
We ended with our Halloween Party. It's always
fun to dress in your costume for school, play games and
enjoy treats. Our parents always provide a wonderful
party for us. Thank you to the Room Mom's and the
parents for helping and providing the supplies for us to
enjoy our party.
Love and Kindness,
Mrs. Rohlfs

Help Needed!
The Board of Parish Education is looking for
1 or 2 people to help with the Sunday
School Christmas Program this year. If
you would be interested in lending a hand
please call Dara Entwistle at 217-737-7581.
The children will be starting to practice their
songs soon so help will be needed soon as
well.
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Join Us For Our Bible Study
This Month!
All are welcome to attend studies on the second Wednesday afternoon or the third Thursday afternoon, any or every month.

Good Samaritan
Date: Wednesday, November 13

Time: 1:30 PM

Study Leader–Irene Hackett
Hostess-Carol Reiners

Cross & Crown
Date : Thursday, November 21 Time: 1:30 PM
Study Leader-Betty Gail Wagner
Hostess-Connie Donath

If you know of someone who is struggling to pay a bill
or shop for the holidays because they have fallen on
hard times this year you can send an anonymous gift
card or donation. I’m not saying you have to do any of
these, but as Christians and followers of Christ we are to
do unto others and follow in His footsteps. There are
times that I wish I had so much more that I could give
to others yet each small thing you do or each little
amount you might give to another truly does make a
difference in someone’s life. “Now he who supplies

seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply
and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:10-11
Have a blessed Thanksgiving!

Women of the Word
by WoW President, Betty Jo Lessen
Blessings to all this Happy November! As of the printing of
this paper many things will have already passed: The blessing
and ingathering of items for LWR, Christian Village Birthday
Party, Trunk or Treat and the Back Pack program is well under way. The W.O.W. Council is busy preparing for next
year by updating the committees for 2020, making plans for
Christmas and finding replacements for those who will be retiring from the council. Once again the end of another year is
fast approaching!
I can’t help but get excited for the upcoming holidays
and the thoughts of spending time in celebration with family
and friends. For me and for many of us it is a time greatly
anticipated and much feasting, shopping and celebrating are
about to begin. But I also have to take time to reflect on those
who are less fortunate, are going through serious illness or
have fallen on tough times. Some people may just be lacking
in close friends or family. While it is a time of celebration for
many of us, it can be a time of great sorrow, financial struggles
or even a great or serious depression. Please take a little time
to first of all give thanks to our wonderful heavenly Father who
has given us every good thing in this life. Next stop for a moment and reflect on your blessings and pray for those who are
suffering or are less fortunate. At this time of year there are
many ways that we can all help those in need. Maybe it is giving of our time to help out by driving someone to an appointment, shopping for them or getting groceries when the weather
is inclement. You might know someone who is going to be
short of family or friends this holiday season-offer to have
them be a part of your family and spend the holidays with you
and yours. There are also many opportunities to give to local
missions like the Logan County Food Pantry, Home Sweet
Home Ministries, Midwest Food Bank, or any number of other great missions.
(continued in the next column)

There will be no Lutheran
World Relief Quilting in November and December.
Thanks to everyone who
worked hard to make the
quilts this year that are distributed to people
around
the world.

The Good Samaritan Circle will hold their November
meeting at the Hopedale Nursing Home on Wednesday, November 13, at 1:30. We will meet at the church
at 1:00 and carpool. Would love to have many ladies
join us for this special meeting. Everyone's welcome.

Watch for the Advent/
Christmas sales tables
coming soon!
Our librarian, Doris will
have books and Christmas
items for sale and Joyce
will have advent/Christmas
items for sale on behalf of
the Pete’s Pairs. They will
have tables set up in the
back.
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CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS
From Doris

After some reorganization, most books have found a new place in our church libraries.
You can find our “fiction” books in the 3 new book shelves in the Parish Hall. The Memorial Hall main library is home to groups of books such as: Rosenberg series/ Thoene series/ parenting/
marriage/raising children/books men would enjoy/ books women would enjoy/ sports / inspirational reading/
Max Lucado/ Bonhoeffer/Martin Luther /Bible history/ etc.
The VanderLaan DVD’s & books are in the DVD section of the main library. The upstairs “kids” library will
be updated soon. The “yellow kid’s cart” in the parish Hall has books / DVD’s for the children. Thank you
for your patience during this reorganization time!!
******************************************************
New Books /DVD’s for our shelves:
BOOKS:
OVERCOMER by Chris Fabry. The Overcomer DVD is on order.
Morley, Patrick - HOW GOD MAKES MEN – Ten proven principles: Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Gideon, David, Solomon, Nehemiah, Job, Peter, Paul.

For the kids:
dePaola, Tomie – STREGA NONA’S HARVEST. Emphasizes family sharing.
Schultz, Charles M. – PEANUTS - BE KIND, BE BRAVE, BE YOU!
RULES OF THE ROAD/Kids/Mike Huckabee / located on the yellow kid’s cart in the Parish Hall.
HONESTY IS THE BEST POLICY/ RESPECTING OTHERS/
READY FOR RESPONSIBILITY / KINDNESS AND COMPASSION
DVD’s:
DISCOVERYING AMERICA’S FOUNDERS / Discover how faith contributed to the founding of America.
RESURRECTION / Lucado - Where the passion ends, the resurrection begins.
BOOKOF ESTHER
BOOK OF RUTH
BOOK OF DANIEL
CHRISTMAS CANDLE / Lucado / An angel visits the home of a humble candle maker and bestows a special gift. Music by Susan
Boyles.

DIFFERENT DRUMMERS / Based on a true story.

A boy, David, with muscular dystrophy & a boy, Lyle, who is hyperactive, are convinced that with faith and will power, Lyle can teach David to run. A must see for all ages!

“Fall Fun Nights”
Eight of our youngsters are discussing God's Guiding Hand in our lives and
learning truth through Biblical accounts. We see these themes in A Horse and
his Boy by CS Lewis also.
We use our Catechisms and perform challenging missions! We’’ll have a Narnia
costume party and play Kick the Can!
We sure appreciate Lisa Wrage and Diane Meeker serving up tasty meals and yummy desserts.
FFN will be offering VBS T-shirts to the congregation in November and continuing our Fellowship
and Fun.
There's always room for more to join in! Many thanks to the congregation for their prayers for
us! Sylvia
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Romans 12:5...so we, who are many, are one body in

Helping
Hands

Christ, and individually members one of another.
And since we have gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly.
NURSERY
11/03-Betty Gail Wagner
11/10-Deb Batterton
11/17-Lori Cross
11/24-Connie Donath

ACOLYTES
11/03-Cassie Crabtree & Sarah Cross
11/10-Elaina Klokkenga & Drew Hayes
11/17-Adeline Briggs & Zoe Miller
11/24-Evan Cross & Lily Barry

ORGANISTS & PIANISTS

ALTAR COMMITTEE–November & December
Terry Hoerbert & Diane Meeker

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP SERVERS

Backup:
Good Samaritans

11/0311/1011/1711/24-

11/03-Gail Ubbenga
11/10-Joe Garcia
11/17-Gail Ubbenga
11/24-Joe Garcia
11/27-(Thanksgiving Eve) Doris Klokkenga

TAPES
11/03-Joyce Aggertt
11/10-Alan & Carol Reiners
11/17-Betty Gail Wagner
11/24-Bob & Julia Cross

DEACONS
11/03-Gary Walters, Mark Hoerbert, Elias Klokkenga
11/10-Gary Walters
11/17-Mark Hoerbert
11/24-Eli Klokkenga
11/27-(Thanksgiving Eve) Mark Hoerbert

GREETERS
11/03-Wayne & Janice Moldenhauer
11/10-Alan & Carol Reiners
11/17-Betty Gail Wagner
11/24-Lila Wagner
11/27-(Thanksgiving Eve) Joyce Aggertt

LECTORS
11/03-Lila Wagner
11/10-Joyce Aggertt
11/17-John Cross
11/24-Tom Cross

USHERS
11/03-Alan M, Brian E, Bob M, Tom, Larry, Matt W.
11/10-Gordon, Daniel, Robby, Neil, Kevin, Jim L.
11/17-Alan M, Brian E, Bob M, Tom, Larry, Matt W.
11/24-Gordon, Daniel, Robby, Neil, Kevin, Jim L.
11/27-(Thanksgiving Eve) Alan M, Gordon, Neil

GET YOUR HOLIDAY BUTTERBRAIDS

St. Peter's Cancer Team will again hold a fall fundraiser by
selling Show Me Dough products the week before Thanksgiving. There will be the ever popular butter braids, cookie
dough, and pizza. You can place your order in the Parish
Hall before or after worship on November 3, 10, and 17, or
with any of the team members during the first two weeks in
November. They will be delivered on Friday, November
22. Don't miss out! Thanks for your support!

Church Directories
Saturday,
November
2nd before you
go to bed.
Don’t want
to be late
for church!

Thanks to the Directory committee, Doris
Klokkenga, Julia Cross, Diane Lindgren, Natalie
Wallis, & Kelsi Meeker, the new Church Directory should be here just in time to help us celebrate St. Peter’s 140th anniversary on November 17th. Be watching the Sunday bulletins and listening to announcements about
their arrival.
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November Birthdays

November Anniversaries

11/02 Nancy Baumgartner
Jedd Wallis
Jake Wiseman
11/04 Brian Boerma
Britney Boerma
James Lindgren
11/06 Piper Leesman
11/07 James Campbell
Celia Cross
Owen Ferguson
11/08 Blanche Aper

11/01/1975
11/03/2001
11/12/1988
11/12/2016
11/20/1965
11/23/2007
11/23/2013
11/24/1968
11/25/1951
11/26/1950
11/28/1992

11/09 Cody Anderson
Craig Hayes
Lincoln Smith
11/10 Chelsey Rankin
11/12 Nora Reiners
11/13 Annette Gresham
11/14 Mary Heineken
Duane Klopp
Ann Rademaker
11/17 John Cross
Marla Timms
Melodye Crabtree
11/18 Marianne Komnick
11/20 Lennon Schleder
Darwin Runyon
11/21 Nikki Schleder
Drew Pieper
Betty Gail Wagner
11/22 Mary Rankin
11/23 Blaine Hellman
Zac Klokkenga
11/25 Dawn Boundy
11/26 Alexis Huffman
Daniel Rush
11/27 Molly Hayes
11/28 Barb Cross
Christy Cross
Melinda Reiners
11/30 JoEllen Westen

Bruce and Amy Eads
Case and Natalie McGee
Jim and Jorene Boerma
Mark and Shaina Lessen
Dr. William & Nancy Baumgartner
Jerry and Dara Entwistle
Andrew & Hannah Fitzpatrick
Vernon and Sandy Rademaker
Louis and Donnabelle Anderson
Tom and Dorothy Komnick
Darin and Cindy Schempp

Stewardship Sunday-November 17
Please prayerfully consider the upcoming Stewardship Sunday, fill out the
slip below and return it on Sunday, November 17th. If you forget this slip,
there will be extra in the pews. Also, if you do not fill one of the slips out,
please let the church office know your wishes concerning offering envelopes. We try to make every effort to be good stewards of the gifts that are
given. The envelopes are ordered a year in advance and if you do not
wish to receive them there is no reason to purchase more than we need.

Stewardship Sunday
November 17, 2019
Name___________________________________________
Address_________________________________________
Please indicate if you will be giving weekly, monthly or yearly and the
amount.
Also indicate if you would like to have weekly envelopes for the 2020
giving period.
Weekly $_____________
_____No, I do not want
weekly offering envelopes.
Monthly $_____________
_____Yes, I do want weekly
offering envelopes.
Yearly $_____________
Please use this slip on Sunday, November 17
and place in the collection box.
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